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Issue 2008-01 Article Title Event Lessons Learned
A supervisor found two workers Recognize confined spaces and areas
Confined Space Events dead inside a 20,000-gallon tank in which an oxygen-deficient atmosphere
Result in Industry Fatalities at adry cleaning plant in Linden, exists, and ensure procedures and checklists
New Jersey. (N/A) address hazard identification and mitigation.

Two lessons learned address how changes

in conditions or work tasks can impact safety
and the necessity of staying within the scope
of work. (Lessons Learned Identifier LL-2007-
LLNL-28)

Identify and address even minor changes in
conditions or work scope, and ensure that
work does not proceed until all hazards are
identified, communicated, and controlled.

Recognizing Changed Conditions—
An Important Safety Practice

Response to the accident in the areas of
incident command, event categorization,
notification and communication, and
radiological consequence assessment were
effective overall, but there were weaknesses
in emergency response to the spill. (ORPS
Report EM-RP--CHG-TANKFARM-2007-0009)

Type A Accident Investigation

of the Mixed Waste Spill at Hanford
Tank Farms—Part 3: Emergency
Management and Response

Ensure that emergency response procedures
provide specific steps to take in any
abnormal event, including high-probability,
low-consequence events.

Issue 2008-02 Article Title Event Lessons Learned

A subcontractor worker installing bolts to
secure a lid on a plastic waste-water tank
Near Miss—Worker Falls Into Empty fell more than 6 feet into an empty, adjacent | Secure ladders to prevent any unexpected
Effluent Tank When Ladder Shifts tank when the extension ladder he was using | movement or sliding across a smooth surface.
shifted unexpectedly. (ORPS Report EM-RL--
PHMC-GPP-2007-0007)

A carpenter securing a storage cabinet to

a sheetrock wall drilled into an energized
electrical conduit providing 120-volt power
to an electrical receptacle. (ORPS Report
SC--PNSO-PNNL-PNNLBOPER-2007-0012)

Proceed with caution when performing blind
penetrations, perform pre-job walkdowns,
mark all piping and conduits, and discuss
hazards.

Hazards of Blind Penetrations
Contacting Concealed Utilities

Some workers reported odors, experienced
symptoms or health effects, or expressed
concerns about their potential exposure to
the waste chemicals from the spill. (ORPS
Report EM-RP--CHG-TANKFARM-2007-0009)

Type A Accident Investigation of the
Mixed Waste Spill at Hanford Tank
Farms—Part 4: Industrial Hygiene/
Medical Factors

Ensure that industrial hygiene responses to
abnormal conditions are well coordinated and
that monitoring is accomplished as quickly as
possible following an event.
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Issue 2008-11 Article Title
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Lessons Learned

Always Check for Overhead
Lines When Moving Large

Equipment

An equipment operator was moving an
excavator out of a construction area when the
excavator boom hit an overhead communication
line, pulling down two poles and exposing
underground electrical lines. (ORPS Report
EM-RL--PHMC-PFP-2008-0005)

Exercise extreme caution when working from
or moving equipment near overhead power
lines.

Propane-Fueled Forklift Trucks—
A Potential Carbon Monoxide
Hazard

Washington State Department of Labor
investigation of an apparent forklift-related
carbon monoxide poisoning in which 28 workers
were taken ill. (N/A)

Propane-fueled forklifts that will be operated
indoors should be regularly inspected and
maintained, and operators should be made
aware of the potential for hazardous carbon
monoxide emissions.

Effective Flowdown of Hazardous

Energy Controls
to Subcontractor Workers

A number of recent events across the Complex
involved vendors and subcontractors failing to
implement required hazardous energy controls.
(ORPS Report EE-GO--NREL-NREL-2008-0010)

Provide oversight for subcontractor and
vendor workers and flow down all safety
requirements to ensure that they are aware
of and follow all site procedures.

Issue 2008-12 Article Title

Event

Lessons Learned

NRC Identifies Problems
With Concrete Placement

NRC issued Information Notice to inform current
and potential nuclear plant applicants for early
site permit, combined license, or standard design
certification about the importance of considering
lessons learned from construction experience
when planning for and constructing new nuclear
power plants or fuel cycle facilities. (N/A)

Ensure that a commitment to quality is
applied early in construction projects to
make certain that facilities are constructed
in accordance with the design documents
and can be operated in conformance with
all applicable licenses and regulations.

TSR Violations—
Improper Control of
Combustible Materials

Violations of the combustible loading controls
result in a potentially dangerous facility
condition and correcting them is essential to
ensuring the safety of workers, the public,
and the environment. (ORPS Report EM-ORO--
BJC-K25ENVRES-2008-0019)

TSR administrative controls are essential to
continued safety, particularly when attrition
has resulted in a workforce that is less
knowledgeable about such controls and
their purpose. Communicating instructions
properly and ensuring they are understood,
as well as flowing down management
expectations effectively, also provide
assurance that workers understand policies,
requirements, and the need to adhere to them.
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The Office of Health, Safety and Security (HSS), Office of Analysis publishes the Operating Experience Summary to
promote safety throughout the Department of Energy (DOE) Complex by encouraging the exchange of lessons-learned
information among DOE facilities.

To issue the Summary in a timely manner, HSS relies on preliminary information such as daily operations reports,
notification reports, and conversations with cognizant facility or DOE field office staff. If you have additional pertinent
information or identify inaccurate statements in the Summary, please bring this to the attention of Dr. Robert Czincila,
(301) 903-2428, or e-mail address Robert.Czincila@hq.doe.gov, so we may issue a correction. If you have difficulty accessing
the Summary on the Web (http://www.hss.energy.gov/csa/analysis/oesummary/index.html), please contact the Information
Center, (800) 473-4375, for assistance. We would like to hear from you regarding how we can make our products better
and more useful. Please forward any comments to Robert.Czincila@hg.doe.gov.

The process for receiving e-mail notification when a new edition of the OE Summary is published is simple and fast.
New subscribers can sign up at the Document Notification Service web page: http://www.hss.energy.gov/InfoMgt/dns/
hssdnl.html. If you have any questions or problems signing up for the e-mail notification, please contact Dr. Robert
Czincila by telephone at (301) 903-2428 or by e-mail at Robert.Czincila@hq.doe.gov.
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Commonly Used Acronyms and Initialisms

encies/Organizations

American Conference of

acClis Governmental Industrial Hygienists

ANSI American National Standards Institute

CPSC Consumer Product Safety Commission

DOE Department of Energy

DOT Department of Transportation

EPA Environmental Protection Agency

INPO Institute for Nuclear Power Operations
NIOSH :Zgﬁﬂal Institute for Occupational Safety and
NNSA National Nuclear Security Administration
NRC Nuclear Regulatory Commission

OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Administration

Units of Measure

AC alternating current

DC direct current

mg milligram (1/1000th of a gram)
kg kilogram (1000 grams)

. pounds per square inch
Psi @)A)Q)  (apsolute) (differential) (gauge)

RAD Radiation Absorbed Dose
REM Roentgen Equivalent Man
TWA Time Weighted Average
vikv volt/kilovolt

Job Titles/Positions

RCT Radiological Control Technician
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zation Basis/Documents

JHA Job Hazards Analysis

JSA Job Safety Analysis

NOV Notice of Violation

SAR Safety Analysis Report

TSR Technical Safety Requirement
usQ Unreviewed Safety Question

Regulations/Acts

Comprehensive Environmental Response,
CERCLA Compensation, and Liability Act
CFR Code of Federal Regulations
D&D Decontamination and Decommissioning
Decontamination, Decommissioning,
RRED and Dismantlement
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act

Miscellaneous

ALARA As low as reasonably achievable

HEPA High Efficiency Particulate Air

HVAC Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning

ISM Integrated Safety Management

MSDS Material Safety Data Sheet

ORPS Occurrence Reporting and Processing System
BEE Personal Protective Equipment

QA/QC Quality Assurance/Quality Control

SME Subject Matter Expert
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